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The laſt Enemy that fhall be der 


I Corinth. XV. 0 


Atroyed is Death. 


HAT moſt ungenerous Con- 
tempt which is commonly ſhewn 
to Perſons who are authorized 
to infli& the Puniſhment (pro- 


| . by chief Magiſtrates) upon Delin- 


quents and Criminals, is of ſuch a nature as 


has been long ſince blamed by People of 


more equitable Judgment, to whom it ap- 
ears, that the denying them public Conver- 
tion, ahd looking upon them as infamous, i 
has neither Morality nor Religion for its 


Foundation; fince it is manifeſt, that the 


Weliare of a Republic greatly depends upon 


puniſhing and extirpating ſuch as violate che 
B HY: on 


(2] 


Laws made for the ſecure Enjoyment of our 
Lives and Properties; and that conſequently 
proper Perſons ſhould be appointed for exe- 
_ cuting theſe Laws 8 Offenders, 


Both Sacred and Profane Hiſtory fur- 


niſh us with Examples of Magiſtrates hav- 


ing exerciſed the Office of Executioners ei- 


ther themſelves, or authorized others to do 
it in their ſtead. Thus we find in Num. xxv. 


+ 5. that when Iſrael had ſinned thro' Idola- 
try and Whoredom, the Lord commanded. 


| Moſes to hang the Heads of the People 


againſt the Sun; which he did accordingly, 
and faid to the Judges of Iſrael, Slay ye every 


one his Man. The like did Joſhua, in killing 


and hanging the five Kings of the Amorites, 

7oſ. x. 26. and Gideon, who commanded bis 
Son Jether to kill the tuo Midian Kings Zebah 
and Zalmunna; but becauſe he was young, 
and feared, Gideon himſelf aroſe and flew 


them. Fudg. viii. 20, 21. 


In Proceſs of Time we find, that the chief | 


Magiſtrates committed the Execution of Cri- 
minals to the.r Miniſters and Officers; lor 
we read in 1 Sam. xxii. 18. that Doeg, who 

was ſet over the Servants of Saul, flew Ahime- _ 
lech and his Under-Prieſts, tho the Servants of 
the King had refuſed to fall upon the Prieſts 
of the Lord. Benaiah was a vel y conſiderable 
Man at King David's Court, and, by Solo- 


mon 


* 
mon advanced to be Captain of the Hoſt: Vet 
was he the Executioner of Adonijah the Re- 
bel againſt Solomon, and of Joab the Mur- 
derer of Abqer and Amafſa, t.KeFe lh 25-34... 
We find like iſe, that ſomerimes Prophets, 
Prieſts, and Levites have been concerned in 
the like Executions : For Samuel was a Pro- 
phet ; nevertheleſs did he hew Agag the King 
of Amalek to p. eces before the Lord, 1 Sam. 
xv, 33. Elijah tie Prophet flew the Prophets 
of Baal, 1 Reg. xviii. 40. and the Sons of 
Levi were ordered by Moſes to put on their 
Swords, and kill three thouſand of their Bre- 
thren, who had been guilty of Idolatry, Exod. 
xxxii. 27. Sometimes whole Congregations 
have joined in the Execution of Criminals, 
as happened at the ſtoning of rhe Sabbath 
breaker, and the Thief Achan, Num. xv. 
36. Fol. vii. 25. At another time we find 
that Witneſſes were the Executioners, as they 
were to St. Stephen, in ſtoning him, Ag, vii. 
57, 58. Laſtly, we find, in ſeveral Places, 
that Soldiers, and eſpecially thoſe of the 
Guard, have often been charged with exe- 
cuting the Puniſhment upon ſuch as were 
judged to have forſeited their Lives: Thus 
we read of Nebuchadnezzar, that he com- 
mandeq his moſt mighty Men that were 
in his Army, to bind the three Men, and to 
caſt them into the fiery Furnace, Naw 111. 20. 
And from the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſ- 
ſion, we all know, that the Roman Soldiers 
B 2 not 
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not only ſcourged, but alſo crucified Chriſt, 
From all which it appears, that in thoſe 
Times no particular Perſons were appointed 
for the Execution of Delinquents, but fuch 
as received Orders for that Purpoſe, diſcharg- 
ed their Duty herein, without the leaſt Di- 
minution of their Reputation and good 
Ne or ee + cl 


But when Nations began to be more po- 
lite, and People divided themſelves into more 
ſeparate Stations, Trades, Profeſſions, and 
Applications, it was thought requiſite alſo, 
to appoint and authorize proper Perſons for 
executin ON paſſed upon Infrin- 

,ountry's Law, and the publick 
Repoſe. ' Scripture ſtyles them, Cfjicers of the 
Judge, Matt. v. 25. and in fact they are no- 
thing elſe; for their executive Buſineſs is li- 
mited by the Judge: As audacious therefore 
it would be to blame a Magiſtrate for con- 
demning Criminals, ſo inconſiſtent is it to 
reproach an Executioner for diſebarging his 
Function; and as it is far from being diſho- 
nourable in a Surgeon to cut off a mortified 
Member, in order to preſerve the reſt of the 
human Body, ſo little ſcandalous is it to 
an Executioner to remove a corrupted Mem- 


ber of a Republic. 


f 


| Hence the Queſtion ariſes, From whence) 
the Prejudicing and Injuring Executioners in 
| IR their: 


* 


133 
their good Name is become ſo cuſtomary 
in Chriſtian Nations? In Anſwer to which 
we all-ge, firſt, That it may originally de- 
rive from the Heathen Romans, who, with 
the Increaſe of their Luxury, and to make 
their Conſuls appear in great Pomp when 
they ſhewed themſelves publickly, ordered a 
Band ot Lictors, Executioners, and Bailiffs, to 
precede them, bearing Hatchets, Staffs, Swords 
and other Enſigns of high Power before 
them ; but who were counted People of the 
meaneſt Rank; and becauſe they had to do 
With Criminals and Malefactors, were not 
only deſpiſed and ſhunned, but even deem- 
ed infamous by others: And becauſe the 
Chriſtjans eſtabliſhed among themſelves, and 
bobſerved aiterwards, ſeveral of the Roman 
_ Cuſtoms, they likewiſe retained that of ex- 
_ cluding Executioners from ſocial Conver- 
 fat.on ; without examining the Unreaion - 
ableneſs of making that Dittinction between 
their Fellow- Subjects. In the next Place, 
we may in a great meaſure aſcribe the brand- 
ing Executioners with Infamy, to the old 
Roman Catholics, who judged all ſuch Per- 
ſons profane, who had killed or ſhed the 
Blood of any Man, altho' in a legal manner 
and denied them the Enjoyment as well of 
Eccleſiaſtical as Secular Offices; and this 
from no other Grounds than from the ill- ap- 
plied Words which God ſpoke to David, 
laying, hou hajt Jhed Bled abundantly: 
; X 
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| Therefore thou ſhalt not build an Houſe unto 
my Name, 1 Chron. xxii. 8. But what has 
moſt contributed towards ſhunning Perſons 
appointed for the Execution of Criminals and 
Malefactors, is, no doubt, the bad and ir- 
regular Conduct of them: For in Times 
when it became difficult to find Perſons who 
would accept of the Office, and Magiſtrates 
were obliged to commit it iometimes to Pro- 
fligates, and even to Malefactors who had 
been pardon'd, room was left to ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch Executioners were guilty of a wick- 
ed, diſſolute, and brutiſh Life, behaving inhu- 
manly to unfortunate Objects, and impudent- 
ly and audacioully to others; whereby they 
render'd themſclves odious and deſpicable to 
all civiliz d People. But far be it from us to 
impute this to thoſe Officers of executive Ju- 
ſtice, whoare knowntolive and to act ina be- 
coming and honeſt manner; and whoſe good 
Characters ſuffer no more by the Depravity 
of others, than that of a Society does ky a 
Member's departing from their preſcribed 

Rules. „ Os : 


Hitherto we have largely proved, that 
_ exercifing rhe Office of an Executioner is no 
Diſparagement to an honeſt Mans Credit: 
In tie next Place therefore we ſhall briefly 
ſkew, that the ſ:id Office is a neceſſary and 
unavoidable Inſtitution. God has exprelly 
commanded, Put the Evil away from among 
You 
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you, that thoſe which remain may hear, and 


fear, and may henceforth commit no more 
any ſuch Evil. Deut. xix. 19, 20. To ef- 
ect this, the Executioner is a principal In- 


ſtrument, who by his Office, and conforma- 


bly to his Order from the Judge, puniſhes 


the Culpable, and cautions thereby others 
not to commit the like Crimes, leſt they 
ſhould receive the like Reward from his 
Hands: And in this reſpect an Executio- 
ner not only converts the Wicked, but 
protects alſo the Good, that they may live 
a quiet and peaceable Lite, in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, 1 Tim. ii. 2 


In the Third and laſt place, we ſhall 


obſerve, that an Executioner's Station is 
equal to any other whatſoever, with reſpect 


of being intitled to religious Privileges; and 


neither his Conſcience, nor Hopes for Sal- 
vation, need give him the leaſt Uneaſi- 


neſs, on account of his Office; provided 
he follows otherwiſe the Dictates and 


Rules of a Chriſtian Life; for God is no Re- 
ſpecter of Per ſons; but in every Nation, 
Station, and Proleſſion, he that feareth him, 
and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
him. Act. x. 34, 35. We. ought rather to 
look upon it as a Mercy from God to be pro- 
vided with Perſons, Who, notwithſtanding 
their innocent Sufferings in their good Name, 
enter into that neceſſary and to the Public un- 


avoidable 
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avoidable Profeſſion of an Executioner. An 
Executioner, in a certain Meaſure, may be 
laid to do the fame which David affirms God 
to do in the Execution of his Juſtice, when 
he ſiys, Thou art not a God that hath Plea- 
ſure in Wickedne(s, —7 hou hatefl all Workers 
of Iniquity— Thou ſhalt deſtroy them that 
eat leaſing. Pſ. v. 5. &c. And this, does God, 
either immediately himſelf, as he did in ſend- 
ing the Deluge; in conſuming the Citics of 
Sodom and Gomorrha by Fire ; in ſuddenly 
ſlaying Uzeah, that he died, &c. or elſe thro' 
his Creatures, whom he makes the Inſtru- 
ments for executing the Puniſhments which 
he has decreed in Fi Anger, Ecclus. xxxix. 
34. and we may even fay, that God makes 
uſe of Death, to puniſh Man for their Sins. 
q This ſcems to be underſtood in tie Words of 
1 : our Text, taken from 1 Cor. xv 26. where 
| St. Paul ſays, That the laſt Enemy that ſhall 
be ee is Death. We u ill therefore en- 
deavour to explain the Meaning of theſe 
Words, by conſidering Death as God's Exe- 
cutioner; and by anſwering the Two Queſ- 
tions ariſing f. om thence; 


| F irſt, In what manner, and for w a 
1 Reaſon, God has made Death the Eixe- 
cutioner of Mankind, { | 


adly, How God at 2 ſhall fp hrs Bxe- 
{| _ cuting, and ahr lim. 
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In ſpeaking here of Death, we ſhall take 
no notice of the puerile Ideas and Imagina- 
tions which many People have about Death; 
but abide by the general Acceptation, that by 


Death is meant nothing elſe than the Diſſo- 


lution of thoſe natural Ties and Bands by 


which Body and Soul are united: When theſe 


two eſſential Parts of Man become ſeparate, 
it is then called Death. Now that this Death 
may be ſaid to be God's Executioner, ſeems 


the Meaning of the Apoſtle in the Words of 


our Text, where he calls him an Enemy, 
diz. an Enemy of Mankind; whom God in- 
deed uſes for killing and deſtroying Man; 
but who at laſt ſhall be killed and deſtroyed 
himſelf. The laſt Enemy which ſhall be de- 
ſtrayed is Death, An Enemy, properly, is 
2 Perſon whoſe Intentions are to hurt us, fad 
who aims at the Loſs of our Lives and For- 
tunes, and who for that Reaſon is abhorred 
and ſhunned by us. Such an Enemy to Man- 
kind, and an Enemy, equally abhorred by 
them, is Death; from whoſe Rigour and Se- 


verity none can eſcape, and who takes De- 
light in, and watches for, our Deſtruction. 


Death is ſuch an Enemy, as deſtroys the 
 wholeFrameot human Nature; and he makes 
uſe of much the ſame means for that Pur- 


poſe, as Executioners do in putting Criminals 


to Death. Sometimes he tortures Man with 
the Stone, Gout, Colic, and other painful 


Diſtempers; at other times he drowns him 
)))FFCC CC with 
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with a Dropſy ; burns him with hot Fevers, 
or other inward Inflammations; or ſtran- 
gles him with an Apoplexy; or, again, he 
racks him with ſtrong Paralytic Fits, and 


other violent Incidents; and breaks all his 


Bones like a Lion, Ez. xxxviii. 13. Some- 
times Death uſes the Swords and Arms of 
others; ſometimes thoſe of a Man's own de- 
ſtructive Weapons, to come at his Life: 
And who can enumerate all the different 
Ways and Means which ſerve the Purpoſes of 
Death; ſince even the vehement Paſſions and 


Agitations of the Mind, ſuch as Anger, Fear, 


Melancholy, Envy, &c, prove the Inſtru- 


ments by which Death deprives Man of his 


Ife; and not only of his Life, but alſo of 
all what was dear and valuable to him in the 
World. Death having thus diſcharged tlie 


Office of an Executioner upon Man, alas! 
into what a diſmal Spectacle turns the re- 


maining Corps! It becoſhes offenſive, and is 
diſpatched to the Ground, where it aiterwards 
corrupts, and is crumbled into Duſt. Were 
it poſſible, my Friends, to open the Tombs 


and Graves of thoſe that lie buried in this 
Church and Cemetery, it would convince you 


more effectually than I can expreſs by Words, 


What an Enemy Death is to human Nature, 


and how unmercitully he deals with it. 


Moreover, Death ſhews himſelf envious not 
only to the human Body, but alſo to its 


Soul.; for tho he be not able to kill the Soul, 
| | | nan | | Matt. 


m 
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Matt. x. 28. yet he ſeparates her from her 


deareft Friend, the Body, and leaves her in 


a ſolitary and loneſome State, in which ſne 
wiſhes to be again united with her Body, to 
enjoy her Happineſs in a more perfect Man- 
ner: But in this the Soul is hindered by 
Death, who confines the Body ſo long in the 
Grave, till God ſhall raiſe .t by the Sound 


of the laſt Trumpet. Still more envious, 


however, ſhews Death himſelf, where it hap- 
pens that he finds the Soul in an unhappy 
Condition, when he ſeparates her from his 


Body; for then he becomes a Bailiff and 
Serſeant, who commits her to eternal Death. 
This was formerly thewn to St. John in a 
Viſion, Apocal. vi. 8. where he ſays, I look- 
ed, and bebold a pale Horſe, and his Name 
that ſat on him was Death, and Hell follow- 


ed with him, and Power was given unto 
them to kill, Such an Enemy and Exc- 
cutioner, you ſee, is Death, whon Job, 
not improperly, calls the King of Terror, 


Chap. xviii. 14 and, according to a cer- 


tain Philoſopher, the moſt terrible of all 


that is terrible; fince no Delinquent can be 


ſo much terrified at his Execution, as the na- 
tural Man is at the Approacn of Death. 


Even David, the Man alter God's own 
Fleart, was not a Stranger to thefe Pangs of 


Death; elſe he wou'd nt have uiter d thoſe 


anxious Expreſſions which we find in P/alm 
IVV. 4, 5. where he breaks out in theſe diſ- 


; 1 conſolats 
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conſolate Words: My Heart is ſore pained 
within me, and the Terrors of Death are fallen 
upon me. Fearfulneſs is come upon me, and 
Horror hath overwhelmed me. Such are the 


Exclamations of the Man after God's own 


Heart: No wonder then if you, Beloved, 
ſhould be ſeized with a Senſe of Dread about 


the Things which are to come; and be led 


to contemplate upon your Soul's Condition 


againſt the Approach of Death. LY 


Let us now come to our propoſed Que- 


ſtion, and aſk, How it happens that God has 


conferied ſuch great Power upon Death, 
and made him Executicner of Mankind, 
ſince we know that God is not only a Lover 
of Life; but alſo, that he has created us for 


eternal Life, How thlen is Death come into 


the World; and by what means 1s he be- 
come ſo abſolute over Man? To this St. 


Paul gives us a ſummary Anſver, Rom. v. 12. 


where he deſcribes the Genealogy of Death, 


when he ſays, By one Man Sin entered 
into the World, and Death by Sin; and fo 


Death paſſed upcn all Men, tor that all 


have finged.” Conſequently, were a Re- 


public free from wicked People, there would 


de no occaſion for an Executioner ; and were 
the World without Sin, we ſhould know no- 


thing of Death: But becauſe the Murderer 
has brought Sin into the World fince the Be- 
ginning thereof, Death follows Sin, as the 

Thread 
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Thread Joe $a Needle, In the Words which 


ſacceed our Text, St. Paul ſtyles Sin a Sting: 
The Sting of Death. ſays he, 7s Sin: Like 
Serpents, Adders, Waips, and other In- 
ſects, which hurt and weund with their 


Sting, ſo likewiſe has Death his Sting, with 


which he hurts and mortally wounds Man- 
kind; and this Sting is Sin, which has given 
Death the Power to kill us: For becauſe 


our fuſt Parents had diſobeyed their Maker, 


by eating of the forbidden Fruit in Paiadie, 
God's Juſtice demanded that the Puniſh- 
ment of dying for ſuch a rebellious Behavi- 


our, ſhould be executed upon them, and all 


their Poſterity ; upon which Death enſued ; 


for the Wages of Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 23. 
Hence thoſe Fears and Anzizties, thoſe In- 


quietudes and Apprehenſions, which ari.c 
trom the Thoughts of Man being become 


a Victim to Death's devouring Jaws. Bur 


notwitliſtanding Death's Sway over Man- 
kind, his execut.ve Power does not always 


carry the fame Effect; tor to the Wicked, 
Death proves an unwelcome Officer, who 
ſummous them before God's Court of Juſt ice; 


a ſevere Bailiff, who arreſts and ſecures 
them; and an hardencd Gaoler, who cal's 


them into utter Darkneſs, where is /{"eeping, 


and Gnaſbing of Teeth, Mat. xii. 13. and 
where their Worm ſhall not die, neither their 

Fire be quenched, and where they all be an 
Abhorrence to all Fleſh, If. ty 24. 10 


the 
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the Godly, again, who are in Chriſt, Death 


is the greateſt Friend; he is ſuch an Enemy 
to them as to build a golden Bridge for them 


to paſs over to eternal Biiſs; he is the Po- 
ſtilion who carries them to the City of 


the living God. Thus when the Wicked 


expect Death with Fear and Trembling, 


and part with Cries and Tears, the Godly 


have Hope in their Death, Prov. x iv. 32. and 


they have @ Deſire to depart, and to be with 
CPs Phil. i. 23. 


The firſt Queſtion having thus been brief- 


ly conſidered, it naturally leads us to inquire, 
Whether Death will always continue to ex- 

ecute and to deſtroy Man? To which we 
_ anſwer, That Death's Domination, indeed, 
will laſt as long the Worldendures ; but that 
with the End thercof the Power of Death 


ſhall likewiſe ceaſe, and be — abo- 


Iſb'd: Then will come to paſs, what is 
ſaid in J. xxxiii. 1. Vo to thee that ſpoileſt; 
When thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou 55 5e 
ſpoiled, Theſe are the expreſs Words of 


St. Paul in our Text, where he fays, The 
laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſiroyed is Thad, 5 
His Power, and the Effect 8 ſhall be 
entirely taken from him; not by us, or 


through us, but through Chriſt our Rei- 
deemer, of whom it is ſaid in the Words 


which precede our Text, That he muft reign, 
zull be bas put all Enemies under bis Feet. 
Tha 18 
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This potent Saviour alone has the Power to = 


ſtrip Death of his executionary Authority; 
for unto him is given all Power in Heaven 


and in Earth, Mat. xxviii. 18. He has the Keys 
of Hell and of Death, Rev. i. 18. He has 
engaged himſelt, chat he ſhall deftroy Death 
the Deſtroyer, When he ſays, I will redeem 
them from Death: O Death I will be thy 


Plague ; O Grave I will be thy Deſtruction. 


_ Hol. xk 14. 


To underſtand this more fully, we ought 
to take Notice ot what Chriſt already has 


done to this laſt Enemy, Death; and What 
he ſtill hereafter is to do to him, in leſſening 


and aboliſhing his Power. Already before 


our Time has Chriſt vanquiſh'd Death, 


thro' his own Death; for St. Paul fays of 
him, That threugh bis Death he — de- 


frayed bim that had the Power of Death, 


that is, the Devil; and delivered them who 


through Fear of Death were all their Life- 


time ſubject to Bondage, Heb. ii. 15. As our 
Redeemer and Avenger in his Reſurrection 


ſtood upon the Duſt of Death, or Earth, 


Job xix. 25. ſo, in his glorious Aſcenſion, 


has he made a Shew of the Weapons of 
Death openly, and has led Captivity captive. 
P/. Ixviii. 18. Col. it. 15. And thus has 
_ Chriſt ſubdued Death for us, before our 


Times: But he ſubdues bins allo in our 


I mes, in us, by appropriating to us the 


Virtue 
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Virtue of his Death. Already in our In- 


tancy we are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm 
into Death; and planted in the Likencfs of 
his Death, Rom. vi. 4, 5. In our Juſtification 
Chriſt has taken from us all which carried 
Death and Damnation with it, ſo that now 
there 1s no Condemnation to them which are in 


Chriſt Feſus, who walk net after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit: For the Law of the 


Spirit of Life, in Chriſt Feſus, hath made 


us free from the Law of Sin and Death, 
Rom. viii. 1, 2. In our Renovation are given 


to us all 7 bings that pertain unto Lite and 


Godlineſs, 2 Pet. viii. 3. and there the Power 
and Domination of Sin, and conſequently 
that of Death, 1s entirely broken, ſo that 
Death, like a Bee which bas loſt her Sting, 
can only hum, but not hurt: Not to men- 
tion the Victory, Courage, and Fortitude, 


which Chriſt affords to his Believers, againſt 


the Fears of Death; whereby they are enabled 


to ſay with the A poſtle, © In all theſe Things 


* we are more than Conquerors, through 


him that loved us: For we are perſuaded, 
that neither Death nor Life ſhall be able 


* to ſeparate us from the Love of God which 


* is i Chriſt Jeſus” Rom. viii. 37, 38. 
When our Fleſh and Blood ſometimes is 


frightened at the Sight of Death, as for- 
merly the Iſraelites were in beholding the 

Sons of Anak; when we fear, that we ſhall _ 
not overcome this Giant ; and make an evil 
Repo: t 
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Report of the Land of Canaan in Heaven, 


to intimidate us from conquering the ſame; 


Then the Spirit of God ſtills our Souls thro 


Faith and Hope, as Caleb and Joſhua ſtilled 
the timorous Iſraelites; that at laſt we defy 


this enormous Giant Death, and ſay, Let 
us go up, and poſſeſs it: We are well able to 


overcome it, with God's Aſſiſtance, Num. 


xili. 30. Laſtly, after our Time, Chriſt 
will make an entire End of Death, at the 
great Day of Judgment: For when he ſball 


have put down all Rule, and all Authority, 


and Power of Darkneſs, then likewiſe the 
laft Enemy, Death, ſhall be deſtroyed, 1 Cor. 


| xv. 24. 26. Death and Hell ſball be caft 
into the Lake of Fire; and there ſhall be no 


more Death, Rev. xx. 3. xxi. 4. Then ſhall 


be fulfilled what is written, Death, is 


* ſwallowed up in Victory. O Death, where 
is thy Sting! O Grave, where is thy Vic- 
* tory | But Thanks be to God, which 
* giveth us the Victory through our Lord 


* Jefus Chriſt. 1 Cor. xv. 55. 57. 


Thus I have endeavour'd, from our Text, 


and upon this Occaſion, to conſider Death 


as God's Executioner upon Mankind; where- 
by we liave obſer ved, 1/, The Reaton why 
God has made Death an Executionerof Man; 


| and 2d/y, The Time when God ſhall make 


a total End of Death himſeif. What ſtill 
remains to mention, is what relates to our 
| 1.2 deceaſed 
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deceaſed Brother, in particular; who has 
held the Office of an Executioner 30 Years; 
during which Time he often contributed 


towards reſcuing many a Delinquent, who 
otherwiſe might have gone outof this World 


without repenting of his Crimes : For tho' 
he behaved bold and with Courage in his 
Profeſſion ; yet to ſuch as were under Sen- 
tence: of Death, he uſed to ſhew great Hu- 
manity and Tenderneſs ; and was very cau- 
tious not to prolong their Pain in under- 


going the Puniſhment inflicted upon them. 


As to his CharaQer in Life, I muſt con- 


feſs I have obſerved in him many excellent. 


Virtues, ſuch as weare not able to practiſe 


without God's operating in us. His Heart 
Was neither hardened nor ſhut, but cultivated 


tor Contrition and Repentance : Nor had 


he the Vanity to boaſt of any Perfections, 


but acknowledged himſelf to have been un- 


worthy c© God's Forbearance with him: 


Eſpecially did he reflect upon the Sins of 
his youthful Days, wh.ch in his advanced 
Age often uſed to ſting him, and made 
him cry out with David, Remember not, 
O Lord, the Sins of my Youth, nor my 


 Tranſgreſſions; according to thy Mercy re- 
member thou me, for thy Goodneſs ſake. Pal. 


xxv. 7. I remember ſtill ſeveral penitential 
Expreſſions which he once uſed when J ad- 
miniſtred the Sacrament to him at his own 
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Houſe ; where, among other Expreſſions, 


he faid, That in his Time, indeed, he 


had executed a great Number of Cri- 
minals; but he believed, that not one of 
them had committed ſo much Evil as him- 
ſelf, only that great Part thereof was not 
known to the World; and at the ſame time 


declared his firm Belief in his Saviour, thro” 


whoſe Merits he hoped Forgiveneſs and Sal- 
vation, This his Faith he has ſhewa by 
many good Works; for he was a Lover of 


the Word of God, which he not only at- 
tended with grear Diligence at Church, but 
made it alſo dwell in his Houſe, where, like 
a true Father of a Family, he uſed to read 
the Bible to his Children and Servants, 
and obſerve regular Hours for Prayers with 
them. How concerned was he, when Age 
and Sickneſs hindered him from viſiting the 


Houſe of God, and from taking the Sacra- 
ment with ather Communicants! I would 


willingly go (he uſed to fay), with the Mul- 


titude to the Houſe of God, to join in the 


Voice of Joy and Praiſe, P/ xlii. 4. And it 


was from the Effect of thas Love to God and 


his Word, that he has been ſo great a Bene- 
ſactor to this and two other Churches, on 
which he has beſtowed conſiderably, both 
in Money and Silver Veſſels ; neither has he 


ſhewn himſelf unthankful to the Miniſters 


of the Word ; or unmindful of the Poor. 


He was an Enemy to Superſtition, to which 


D 2 Men 
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Men of his Profeſſion are generally inclined, 
as might be proved ſrom ſeveral Inſtances : 

Inſtead thereof he feared God, and truſted 
to his Aſſiſtance in diſcharging his Office; 
of which he endeavoured to aſſure himſelf, 
both by his own Prayers, and thoſe of ſe- 
veral Congregations. Laſtly, it may be ſaid 
of him, that he ſhew'd himſelf an honeſt 
and upright Man in his Profeſſion : For it 
is not many Years ago, when, in the Pre- 
ſence of a Juridical Court, he laid one of his 
Servants on the Rack, and paſſed ſeveral 
Degrees of Torture upon him, without 
putting him to any Pains ; thereby to ſhew, 
that if an Executioner ſhould lay aſide his 
_ Conſcience, and collude with a Criminal, 
it then would be an eaſy Matter to deceive a 
Juridical Court, ard to quaſh the Truth of 
the Fact under Examination: But from this 
Sin (added he) God has hitherto preſerved 
me. -:- : e 


This honeſt and religious Man, a. laſt, 
died: He ſhared the common Fate of being 
deſtroyed by God's Ey ecutioner; who for 
a time has baniſh'd his Soul from her Body, 
out of the Land of the Living; but ſhe is 
in Safety, namely, in the Hand of God, Sap. 
1:1. 1. till the great Day of Pardon and Re- 
ſtirution, when ſhe ſhall again be united 
with the reſuſcitated and glorified Body, and 
be brought to the Place where ſhe ſhall my 

e 


Heb. xi. 5. 
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| be with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. iv. 37. Comfort 


yourſelves therefore with theſe Words, you 
that mourn jor his Death! Return God 
Thanks for the Conſummation of his holy 


Will, and for all the Good which he _ 
ſhewn to your deceaſed Father, and to you, 
through his Means: At the fame time be- 


ſeech God with unfeigned Prayers, to for- 
give you thoſe Sins with which you often 


| have offended your Father, who has freely 


and ſincerely forgiven you: Let the good 
Conduct of your antient Father be a Pattern 
to you, and particularly follow his Faith, 
and confider the End of his Converſation, 
The beſt Legacy, and the 
moſt profitable Inheritance which he has leit 
and recommended to you, is Peace and 


Union: Then, Pray let there be no Strife be- 
tween you; for you are Brethren, Gen. xii. 8. 


I fay with the Apoſtle Paul, If there be 


any Conſolation in Chriſt, it any Comfort 
of Love, if any Fellowſhip i in rhe opt, ; 
fulfil the Joy of Gcd, of the Angels, 


like-minded, having the ſame Love, being 
of one Accord, of one Mind. Let nothing 
be done through Strife or Vain-glory; but, 
In Lowlineſs of Mind, Jet each eſteem the 
other better than himſelf, and look not 
each on his own Things, but each alſo on 


the Things of the other. Phil. ii. 1, 
4. 


2, 


It 


and of the Bleſſed in Heaven, that ze be ; 
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It is cuſtomary for Executioners to de- 
liver a Speech of Exhortation to the Spec- 
tators, every time they have done their 
Office; which Diſcourſes are otten heard 
with great Attention, and have many times 
made a great Impreſſion upon Mens Minds: 
Let us all therefore give Attention to what 
our deceaſed Brother has adviſed us, and 
which, as a Leſſon for us, he has cut on his 
Tomb-Stone, where he recommends to us 
Watcting and Praying, left Death thould 
take Advantage of us, and ſurpriſe us at a 
Time when we are unprepared for him : 
and then concludes with Words to this 
Furpale 3 ---. OT 


Think, Reader, once like you 1 drew my Breath 
And you, like me, ſhall feel the Damps of Death. 


I ſhall conclude with remarking, that it is 
permitted to Executioners in France, to ad- 
dreſs Perſons whom they meet with, Dien 
vous gardes de mes mains, God fave you 
from my Hands : From whence I infer, 
That tho? the late Executioner is gone the 
Way of all Fleih, he has left two Sons to 
ſucceed him in puniſhing the Culpable ; into 
whoſe Hand, God grant it, none of you 
may fall. If ſome imagine, that I intend 
Prejudice by intimating this, let them ex- 
amine themſclves, and let their Conſcienee 
tell them, whether they have not committed 


ſuchk 


ſuch Crimes as deſerve Death; 


1231 
or ſuch 
Faults, as are corrected by the Hands of an 
Executioner: If you find yourſelf clear of 


the like Crimes, 1 thank God for his 


Grace; and be not bold, or ſecure; but 
know, that the Tinder of Vice and Cor- 
ruption lies in your Hearts. Ee therefore 


very careful not to commit ſuch Sins only 
as come under the Cognizance of a Magi- 


ſtrate, but alſo all ſuch, wherevy God is 
offended and provoked ; for terrible is it to 
fall into the Hands of the living God. 
When theretore the Wicked dread the S.ght 
of an Executioner, leſt they thould fall into 
his Hand for their deſerved Crimes; then 
tear you the Lord, and with a filial Love re- 


| joiceat the Mercy he has ſhewn unto you, in 
ſaving you from ſuch Temptations as might 
have raiſed the like Apprehenſions in you: 


From which, and all other Evils, God 
deliver us, through jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
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F ql E Je II being 0 . at Funeral Ser- 
„ mons to ſay ſomething about the Deceaſed's 
„ Birth and Progreſs of Life; 1 ſhall upon this 
N occaſion mention, That Mr. Growert was 
N born on the 19th of January, in the Year 
10 1661. His Father was Executioner at 
Wo FRaſtenburg in Pruſſia, and his Mother a 
|. Shepherdeſs. amo 1680 he was made Exe- 
cutioner of Mining berg, and afterwards of 
tlie adjacent Diſtricts thereof. Anno 1682. 
he married the only Daughter of the Exe+ 
[Heh cutioner at Danzig, who diced April 6. 
La: 3 1724. aſter he had lived in Marriage with her 
1 42 Years, and had Iſſue 7 Children by her ; 
= _ - whereof 1 Daughter and 3 Sons (of whom 
1 one was a Student, and the other a Cor- 
kj net in the Daniſh Army) are gone out of 
= the World before their Father. His laſt 
IIlneſs was the Stone and Gravel, whereof 
r he died on Fanuasy 19. which was the Day 
Ti bh | | of His Birtfi; after he had lived 71 Vears,; 
Fg (4 __ © gf avhigh he ipent 30 as Executioner; in 
V which Time he has beheaded 115 Perſons 
pon wle Souls, as well as his own, te 
i [h = 21 3 e 0 


* Ms wa 
a 4 


— 


— OR 7 OD 


> ——— —_——_—_—_—_—— X 


— 

—— 
- Mg ll ARE - _— — —  ——  — — 
oy — 8 


„ 


